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FEDERAL VACANCIES ACT/Cloture, motion to proceed

SUBJECT: Federal Vacancies Reform Act . . . S. 2176. Grassley motion to close debate on the motion to proceed.
ACTION: CLOTURE MOTION AGREED TO, 96-1

SYNOPSIS:  As reorted, S. 2176, the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, will amend the Vacancigawerily to
make clear its full plication to the Justice [partment and to other Federalbdetments andgencies. Article

I, Section 2 of the Constitutiogives the President tigower to gpoint all officers of the United States, $eitt to the advice and
consent of the Senate. It further states thaipfass, ly law, mgy cede the Senate's advice and congewer for lower-rankig
enployees of the Executive Branch. @paess hagiven broad authostto the Executive Branch to hire ployees without rquiring
Senate confirmation. Thoseghirankirg positions that rquire Senate confirmation to be filled have begectied by law. The
Vacang Act sets forth the terms under which Fedpaalitions that rquire Senate confirmation mdbe tenporarily filled without
Senate confirmation, on an agfibasis, when theunexpectedy become vacant. The Justiceg@gment has lapclaimed that the
Vacang Act does notpply to its vacancies fguositions rguiring confirmation because its enalglilegislation vests the Attorye
General with thepower to delgate suckpowers and functions to subordinate officials opkaypees as she sees fit. The Justice
Department agues that this authoyitsypersedes the Vacapé\ct's requirements. Other Federalgietments andgencies have
begun to follow the Justice partment's lead inggoointing actirg officials for indefiniteperiods of time, without receivinor even
seekirg Senate confirmation. This bill will make clear that enap$tatutes do not parsede VacarycAct requirements.

On September 22, 1998, Senator Gragstent to the desk, for himself and others, a motion to close debate on the motion
proceed to S. 2176, the Federal Vacancies Reform Act.

NOTE: A motion to invoke cloture geires a three-fifths njarity (60) vote to succeed.

No arguments were expressed either in favor of or in opposition to the motion.

YEAS (96) NAYS (1) NOT VOTING (3)
Republican Democrats Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats
(55 or 100%) (41 or 98%) (0 or 0%) (1 or 2%) 0) ?3)
Abraham Hutchinson Akaka Johnson Durbin Glenn?
Allard Hutchison Baucus Kennedy Moseley-Braur®
Ashcroft Inhofe Biden Kerrey Wellstone*Y
Bennett Jeffords Bingaman Kerry
Bond Kempthorne Boxer Kohl
Brownback Kyl Breaux Landrieu
Burns Lott Bryan Lautenberg
Campbell Lugar Bumpers Leahy
Chafee Mack Byrd Levin
Coats McCain Cleland Lieberman
Cochran McConnell Conrad Mikulski
Collins Murkowski Daschle Moynihan
Coverdell Nickles Dodd Murray
Craig Roberts Dorgan Reed
D’Amato Roth Feingold Reid
DeWine Santorum Feinstein Robb
Domenici Sessions Ford Rockefeller EXPLA.N.ATION. OF ABSENCE:
Enzi Shelby Graham Sarbanes 1—Official Business
Faircloth Smith, Bob Harkin Torricelli 2—Necessarily Absent
Frist Smith, Gordon  Hollings Wyden 3—lliness
Gorton Snowe Inouye 4—Other
Gramm Specter
Grams Stevens SYMBOLS:
grassley Tﬂomas AY—Announced Yea
Hregg Thompson AN—AnNnounced Nay
agel Thurmond )
Hatch Warner PY—Paired Yea
Helms PN—~Paired Nay

Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Larry E. Craig, Chairman



